A comparison of the effects of fentanyl and alfentanil on the sleeping times of the intravenous induction agents.
The effect of increasing doses of fentanyl and alfentanil administered before four intravenous induction agents (thiopentone, methohexitone, Althesin and etomidate) on the sleeping time were studied in mice. A biphasic pattern of sleeping time was noted with the more rapidly metabolized and eliminated compounds. Possible explanations are discussed.